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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, February 17, 2023, at 10 a.m. 

Senate 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2023 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the 
State of Georgia. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Spirit, You are not only just 

and holy, but Your mercies endure for-
ever. Because of Your goodness, we re-
ceive Your forgiveness and love. For-
give our past mistakes, and give us new 
hearts that we might serve You with 
passion. 

Today, bless our Senators physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. Lord, 
strengthen them so that they will con-
trol their thoughts, words, and actions. 
Give them such providential guidance 
that all their own decisions will be 
made for Your glory. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 16, 2023. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Lester Mar-
tinez-Lopez, of Florida, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

CHINA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, so as 
the Senate closed business last night, 
we did something that I think would 
make the American people proud. The 
Senate spoke in one voice condemning 
the Chinese Communist Party for bra-
zenly violating American sovereignty 
with their surveillance balloons earlier 
this month. 

Our resolution—bipartisan—cham-
pioned by Senators TESTER and COL-
LINS, sends a clear message that Chi-
na’s belligerence, their near-endless es-
calating tactics, and their scornful dis-
regard for American sovereignty is un-
acceptable. 

I want to thank Senator TESTER 
above all. He has been the leader in 
this whole country on this issue, and I 
appreciate Senator COLLINS working 
with him, and I appreciate both of 
their good work putting this resolution 
together with strong bipartisan unity. 

This resolution condemning China is 
precisely the kind of bipartisanship 
Americans expect at a time like this. 
Instead of each party attacking each 
other, we are united in this resolution, 
in condemning China, exactly as we 
should be. 

And last night’s resolution is just 
one step. Senator TESTER is also taking 
the lead on a bipartisan effort to get to 
the bottom of why we didn’t learn 
about these balloons sooner. It is a 
very important question that the 
American people deserve answers to, 
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